
Town of Hawley 

8 Pudding Hollow Road 

Hawley, MA 01339 

(413) 339-5518 
 

  Town of Hawley, Massachusetts 

Minutes of a Selectboard / Board of Health Meeting 

 

May 1, 2018  
 

Present:  Hussain Hamdan, Bob MacLean, Bob Root – Selectboard   

  Cass Nawrocki – Administrative Assistant 

Virginia Gabert,  Pam Shrimpton, Gary Mitchell, Chris Tirone, Courtney 

Hoyt, Mike Poirier, Sally Rich, Lark Thwing. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm. 

 
1. Review and signing of treasury warrant. 

 

2. Review and acceptance of prior meeting minutes.  3/13/18 Selectboard & Finance 

Committee Minutes; 3/20/18 Minutes; 3/20/18 Executive Session Minutes – all reviewed and 

signed.  Hussain made note of the fact that this was to be Bob MacLean’s last meeting 

and thanked him for his efforts during the past few years.  

 

3. New England Forestry Foundation Pooled Timber Income Fund program.  Virginia 

stated that she received some clarification on this program. It will include issuance of two 

deeds, which the Assessors will see.   One deed is for the timber rights to the land and thus is 

taxable as income generating; the other is for the land itself.  Eventually, the intent is to turn 

over some of the land entirely (including timber rights) to the NEFF, which is not taxable. 

The program itself is still working on smoothing out the bugs. Concern was voiced that this 

continues to remove more otherwise taxable land from the Hawley revenue stream.  Hussain 

suggested some legislative action would be needed to deal with this issue; however, at the 

moment, not much is now being done.   Some advocacy has also been discussed regarding 

Chapter 61 tax breaks and the disproportionate impact borne by the Towns in regard thereto.   

 

4. Green Communities – solar output meter assignment, Schedule Z.  Cass stated that Bryan 

Waryjasz from Comalli Group has offered to do the Schedule Z paperwork for the Town and 

suggests 50% of generation credits be designated over to the Town Office meter (as does Will 

Cosby). Cass and Virginia expressed concern that we don’t have enough information to make 

a sound decision, because we have not been through a full year cycle of solar generation as 

yet.  That said, nothing will be lost to do the Schedule Z.   Because the Garage gets most of 

its power from solar in the summer, and less in the winter, keeping all the credits there could 

mean that the Town’s savings do not line up with the budget cycle—whereas allocating some 

to the Town Office will avoid this. Bob M. moved to submit a Schedule Z designating 50% of 

solar credit from the Garage meter to the Town Office meter; Bob R. 2nd; all in favor.  Cass 

updated the Board that the Town Office window project will be done next week and the 

insulation will be blown in next week as well.  Both should be quickly completed.  



 

5. Middle Road discontinuation.  Hussain verified that the road was discontinued by the 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) Executive Committee recently, with 

their assumption that Hawley’s loss of Chapter 90 funds would be dealt with later.  Hussain 

officially protested this action at the recent FRCOG meeting.  Paul Mark is apparently still 

working on the legislative end.  The outcome of any attempt to hold Hawley financially 

harmless remains unknown and the State has yet to begin work on Middle Rd.  In a related 

matter, there is still the possibility of Supplemental funds coming in from the State for 

Tropical Storm Irene ($117,000).   

 

6. Communications Committee Meeting Update: Recent Developments.  Lark explained 

that a new vendor from Maine has emerged – RedZone of Maine– which is apparently known 

to the Mass. Broadband Institute.  Lark expects there will be a meeting with RedZone shortly.  

Wi Valley is having a challenge getting bonded.  At the Special Town Meeting on May 14,  

the Articles asking voters to authorize temporary borrowing will likely be amended on the 

floor to be more general as to vendor; (currently, they specify Wi Valley only).  If RedZone is 

ultimately chosen, the project would be delayed.  

 

7. Annual Town Meeting / Special Town Meeting planning.   Regarding the budget, 

Virginia stated that the Assessors are done with a preliminary evaluation of 

properties, and that some adjustments had to be made to the land schedule resulting in 

a general decline of residential property values.  This may cause the tax rate to 

increase by close to $1/thousand, which, when applied to the proposed budget, would 

cause the average single family home tax bill to increase by $90.  Hawley may also 

lose about $13,000 in revenue if the Berkshire East solar field is determined to be 

exempt, and Chapter 70 (Massachusetts school aid) is decreasing.  Thus, Virginia 

recommended not making any changes to the proposed budget at this time.  Instead, 

when the Assessors are closer to setting the values, adjustments can be made to the 

budget itself at a Special Town Meeting, if needed.  The ultimate goal is to minimize 

the impact on taxpayers.  Cass explained the final school and veteran’s program articles.  

John Sears (Hawley’s representative to the Vocational Education Advisory Committee) had 

drafted a letter for the Board to sign, addressed to Senator Adam Hinds, regarding vocational 

transportation costs and the inequities in the system between vocational and regional 

transportation.  It requests changes to make the situation more equitable, including funding 

vocational school transportation on the level of regional school transportation.  Hussain read 

the letter aloud and the Board signed it with some minor typographical revisions.   

 

8. Highway Department – 8A slump.  Gary stated that he had put 60 yards of gravel on the 

area of 8A which has seriously slumped and also marked the area well with caution signs.  

Kathy Stevens, State Aid Engineer from Mass Highway, had come and viewed it, saying we 

could apply for a strap grant (application date July 30-August 10) or perhaps use Storm Irene 

mitigation funds which might yet be made available by the State.  This area of 8A has 

slumped before, but never so severely – it has become a major project.  Virginia will contact 

the State about the nearby recent bridge construction, regarding possible impacts from that.  

 

9. Pole Hearing – Buckland Road at Pond Road.   Passed over due to a revision due to be 

received in the paperwork. 

 

 



10. Franklin County Solid Waste District (FCSWD) Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) grant & Recycled Product Purchasing Policy.  Hussain, as Chair, signed 

the DEP Sustainability Grant application.  Cass will distribute a reminder to all “department 

heads” regarding Hawley’s Recycled Product Purchasing Policy.  

 

11. Board of Health Updates: 104 East Hawley Rd. septic; South Hadley tobacco grant 

Participating Municipality Agreement; other.  Cass relayed the latest status of the septic 

situation at 104 East Hawley Road; also a system at 11 Hunt Road has failed inspection.  The 

Board declined to weigh in on or sign a letter of support for a Tobacco Grant application 

being submitted by the Town of South Hadley.  Little was known as to what this was about or 

what relevance South Hadley’s grant would have to Hawley.  Also, Hawley has no tobacco 

retailers. Hussain questioned the notion that the Board should sign onto all kinds of initiatives 

and proposals about which it has very limited information, being championed by 

communities and organizations far away.  The Board will later address policies which the 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments is updating and also the suggested Board of 

Health Marijuana guidelines. 

 

12. Any other business not reasonably anticipated prior to posting this agenda. 

 

a. Bob MacLean’s last meeting.  Hussain noted that this was Selectman 

MacLean’s last meeting and thanked him for his service to the Town. 

There was a round of applause. 

b. Marijuana Moratorium update.  Pam reported that the Attorney General 

has cleared the zoning by-law and the moratorium is now in effect.  

Consequent to the earlier confusion, she intends to start a notebook with 

notice requirements for postings.  

c. Bicycle Races / Rides.  Cass has received requests from two 

organizations; Northampton Bicycle Race on July 21 and D2R2 Franklin 

Land Trust Ride on August 18.  There was discussion that it is onerous on 

small town Emergency Services to prepare and respond to emergencies for 

these bike races.  It was suggested that perhaps these groups could donate 

occasionally to these services to help fund training or equipment. There 

was also concern about one of the routes which appeared to be over State 

Forest roads which are in rough shape and very challenging and also quite 

remote.  Cass has not heard back yet from Greg Cox about his feeling 

about these; Cass will get further clarification on the routes and Greg’s 

impressions and the issue will be revisited at a future meeting.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cass Nawrocki, Administrative Assistant 

 

Minutes accepted by Selectboard: 

 

 

____________________ ___________________ ____________________ 

Hussain Hamdan  Robert MacLean  Robert Root  



 

 

Appendix A - Relevant documents:  

 Letter to Senator Adam Hinds dated May 1, 2018 from the Selectboard regarding 

the inequity between the rate of reimbursement for vocational versus regional 

school transportation. 

 Letter dated April 27, 2018 from Attorney General Maura Healey to Ms. 

Shrimpton regarding the approval of Article 1 (Zoning), Case #8733, from the 

December 12, 2017 Special Town Meeting (Marijuana Moratorium). 


